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One of the dalights in reading scicnce fiction used to lie
in playins 'the game' against the author. Having established his story
paraicters, the writer had to abide by established scientific fact and
stay within the bounds of his own fictional laws. '"The Gaile! consisted
in the reader attenpting lo spot any such infringements of tlhese linits,

Thus, an author lost a peint if he stated that lars had only
ohe i10UN.aee an error of scicntiiic fact,. However, he could, without
penaliy, postulate that Mars had three moons in orbit, the third cne
bein; nowly discovered. Such a third ncon was OK as long as it brelie
no cotablished laws...but if the awthor woent on to make it as large and
nassive as Sarth's own satellite, he was in t rouble again, as it is
stretching things to far to expect such a body to have remained undgt-
ecited Zron Darth.

lowadays, with SF cither delving deeper into scientific’
waters than nost of us can follow, or shading off into near fantasy,
the 'pane! is far harder to play. Despite this, the occasional clangor
turns v to gladden the heart of the veteran pgane-player, and perhans
the rios® coliion of these is contained in the following sentence. Can
you put your finger on the nisteke ?

“il ke flipped on the video, spun the dials and brought in
a prosramiie Trom Sourh America beancd to Earth from the relay satelliite
hanging in stationary orbit dircctly over London'

Well, the plain fact is that unless Lgnden has bheen
noved te 2 new location, no ‘'‘stationary’ satellite can bang above the
place, !Siationary’ orbits (where the satellite’s ncvements synchronise



with those of a point dircctly beneath it on the planct's surface) arc of
goursc quitc possible..they are called 'Synchronous orbits' -~ but all
such orbits nust lie along the Barth's Equater., Since Liyndon doesn't lie
on that imaginary line, it can't have a synchronous satellite over it,.

The reason is sinple. All points on the Barth's surface
nove from Jest to Bast (at different specds depending on their latitude)
as the Larth rotates. To remain synchronous, a satellite nmust travel
in the sooe direciion, directly above the chosen spote...so it nust
perforce travel dircectly from Wesi to East itself. Nanely, along a
line of latitude. But ...a satcllite must orbit around the centro of
cravity of its primary...and the only line of latitude which circles
the .arth's centre of mravity is the Equator. Oh, you can have a 24
hour satellite travelling at any angle to the Equator...but then its
dirccition of motion will also bhc at an angle to that of the surface
Loncatll, 50 it can never ‘hang' aver any particular spot.

Putling it in a diagran; orbits {(a) and (b) in ig.1 arc
botl: permissible...and both nay take 24 hours to collpletc...but only
(b) renoins directly above a fixed point on the surface.

Locking at Fig.2; we have an izpossible
orbit...you may postulate it taices 2L hrs,
to go round the thing.,.you nay say it
I> rertains directly above a fixed spol such
as London, dircctly beneath it,..BUY,
the' orbit is inpossible, since it does not
orbit the centre of mass of the planet.
OK, if you want to quibble and put the centre of nass
or the contre of gravity away fron the centre..such
a planct may be possible...but in the storics where this particular
Lool has cropncd up, np such explanation hns appeared. S0, orbit (c)
nay apnear te folleow a neridian, but it

_ is o mo~no 2c far as a real-life FIG,2 =" -~ "f) C
synenronous prrit is concerncda o S
\
This one¢ seens to have replaced N T i
the 6ld, 'Rockets need somzthing to push \. /,'
against in a vacuun™,,, there nay be others B o

floating around., If you can think of any,
1ctis be having then...nmaybe we can revive 'the gone', and have a hit
of fun at the sarne tinee.
Bestest,
Terry Jeocves
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TLFT  is a worthy causc. A& voting forn is cnclosed, no natier who
you support, I hepe that you'll send it in with your vote., If in
doubt as to your voting eleégibility, sinply cenclose a Ffew lincs
saying why you think you qualify (con attendance, fanzine contrib.
aad so on). Bven if you know you nay nct be elegible, TAFEY still
needs your financial help, seo please join in.
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A SHORT INTERVIEW | 8

WAITH 7 o O C\@ON

= Ki:><:::> (Jnerein Dicksorn tallts about
(:;:) - writing, the future, and

- predictiofieead)

|
. s . . ’, -
esewith ichuel A, Sanis,
van'zs "What Yiethodd do you .use in sctting up believable baclizrounds

for stories ? I'a thinking of, for exanple, such tihdngs as the
. " X . 2 :
narching societies in Necromancer

)

iclson "All writers wnite cut of either firsthand or asgguired
experience; acguired expoericnce heing the sort of expericence you
can get from reading books or talking to someone who knows. “his
is Decause it is impossible to write about sonething you cannot conceive
and you have to conceive it out of cxpsrience.'

"This is the reason neo one has ever been able to desciribe a
truly different alien life form. If you look closely at any described
alien in fiction, you'll find thut it is either a variation of sone
corthly creature we all know, aor nade up of a conbination of such
greaiures -~ that is, it has the trunk of an elephant, the teatacles of
a sauld, with the body of a2 bear —- sonething like that."

MAs you Dbecome a nore cxpericnced writer you realiso that this
is so, and you begin to usec this fact deliterately. ¥y nind for nany
years now has been like a squirrel, picking up and storing useful or
interesting bits of information which will later comne out when L'm
writinga.'

|

r

"You ask specifically about the marching socicties in
ficcromancer, I don't renember wherc I encountered the idea of narcaing
Socibtics, but the back of ny nind tells me there were such things ~-

not the way I have deseribed thes in Necrowmancer, but socicties which
went under that name, Also, sinece thesc narching socictics in Illecro-
nancer  lock forward to the Friendlies of the later Dooks in the Childe
Cycle, I drew on the habits and customs of the Friendlies as Zar as.
their dress and attitude went. The Fricndlics in their turn drew heavily
on tle extremely puritanical elements in Scottish ard nslish Christian~
ity from the 16th Century onward. In short, ary novel in its characters,
its dinlosue, its setting, and everything else -- cnd this includes
vacliground such as the narching sccieties ~- is made up out of transnuted
formis that the authcr has encountcred cither at first or sccond hand in
real 2gfa,il

Tonlzs  '"hat significant c¢hanges - social, technological, political,
etce = do you:fcecel will coite about during the next 25 years ?



Digiison 'Predicting, even as far 26 twenty-five wears away, can Do o very

risky business, This is because of what I've called the fwild
card! phunoncnone Bvery so often sorieone cones along with the discovery
of Peaieillin or the developemont of transistors, and out technolopical
socicty breones noticeably modified in customs and behaviour by that Fact.

'l think therc is a great deal to be said for cyclic moveiient in
civilisations For example, I started saying nearly twenty ycars azo that
we were uovingtoward what I called a nco-puritanical revival arouvad tle
turn ol the century. This is a guess and only a guess: but I would not be
surprisoﬂ not merely %te sec us back at the tine where cveryobdy goos to
somc kind of church on Sunday, but a revival of the blue laws, & siriciness
of covering dress so that we 21l walk about nuffled te the cars, and =
conmplevely new set of taboosparalleling those of the Vieteorians,-

However, in predicting this I would alse predict that it would
be short-lived, Agein, the changes in the technolepgical lLiase of our
soeictyarce advancing toc rfapidly for anything like this to be anytihdnug
riore Than a passing phasca :

"In the longer range, I think we're noving 1nto a time in wvhich
people will live longer, be healthicr in their older years, and have nuch
tore in the way of technological helps to sustain and nake easy their
extended lives, Heat is pgoing to becomne scarce. The world is soing to
becone more overpopuliated. - Cur individual freedens are going to he naore
and lore circunscribed by these developencnts,'

"On the other hand I see enpathy, which has becen nursed in the
particular cradle of cur western world, spreading and gradually affceting
the rest of the cultures around the globe to the great bencfit of all,

I thianlk ~. an? nost pcople know I'm an optinist -~ that in long-range
teros we are noving towards the kind of non-viclent, 1ntclllbcnu greatvive
socicty that riost of us drearn about; a society in which the iadividuzl
has the naxinun possibilities ovpen to him in terns of life and work, and
o nininun of things tc block hin along fhese paths.'

"This however is very long-ranze indeed. For ny long-range
prediciions you only have to look at the books of the Childe Cycle. I
thinl, for exanrle, that we are not going to gat away from sone fornm of
wory we aro going to see the planets settled; there is going to Ve an
ecomoitic Lase halding them together for a certain leng tb of tinecj. and so
SR A

Denlis “ hat do you feel will be the bigrest problens -- resulting fron
currcnt events of from future changes -~ that Man will have <o
Tace dering this sane period 2V

e 4
LCARLGON
———

“Far and away the freates is going to be the matter of overs
population, Pecllution we coull lick ripght now if we gave it thoe
nLcc""°rJ cttention and the necessary noncys. Overpopulation is still
running away from us; it will continue to run away from us for a nunbor

of generations, even if we can put
on the brakes 0rast1ca11y sl cht now,

————
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sinply because there are so many young people in the world still growing
up who will become future parents.™

~hiside from this, the greatest problem is gsoing to be culture shock.
The tine is past when someone growing up could dream of pwning the white
house on the hill and a coach and four {four horses, that is}, lowadays,
by the tine you grow up the house is entirely differcnt, the horses are
no longer used for transportation, and the hill itself may not be there;
it mey have been bulldozed flat or turned into a lake —-- or a city dunipe
Beyond this, there is the fact that we are moving into space, whethex
people 1like it or not; and this will be part of our future enviromient
and necessarily part of our thinking., Those of us who are alive today
may spend our old age in hospitals at lea&t in orbit where our more feeble
bodies will have a chance of surviving the debility that gocs aloug with
ol ane.“

I thin) we're also moving into 2 time in which the average person
will have to g0 on learning all the
days of his or her life; and
inevitablys the race will go to
the swift; to those who have the
greacest capacity to learn. This
nay sound unfair on the surface,
and certainly to us who are
involyed in it, and who drecam of
cverynocy having the same opport-
unity €or a good life, to be cruclly
unfair. 3ut in the end it may be
the savin:, of the race in that we
can no longer let mediocrity stecer
this torld-ship in which we are all passengers. We want the best
possible at the helm and in charge of the machinery which aakes it moves!

SRR I ABE A s hEs 18 Vs LR SR 332 SN F r AR AN 225000
THE END
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SIGHT WAYS TO KNOW IF YQU'RE A BNF
m——mm—mmm—mm—m—mem———m——mmmemmoz===z o *Michacl £, Danks

1e =veryone laughs at your jokes - even the bad ones
2+ You ne longer try to talk about SF at conventions
3« Your latest social accident becomes a fannish tradition

e leofans come up to you and say, "1 don't know you, but would
You itind introducing me to Gordon Dickson ?¥

5. Othor neos come up to you and sau, *"Oh I've been dieing to neet
YOolts s swhat ? You mean you're not Harlan Ellison 2%

« You never have to eat lunch alone at a cona
7. Pcople you don't know start to talk to you at con=
« Pcople you do know stop talking to you at cons,
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by Harry Ilarrison
Faber & Fabher &3%,50

When the coibined
U.5./R ssian solar—
power satellite Prometheus
develops troubles an the
pad, political eipediency
demands that <the launch
continue. Once into a
shallow, atmosnhere-grazing
orbit, her six astronauts
- are heset by a suveccessicn of
troubles commencing with a
malfunctioning bocster stage.
This leaves Prometheus with only
a brief stay in orbit before the
20,000 tons of nuclear-eingined
spacecraft plunges down on a major
city irn an atomic holocaust.

Tension mounts, siilfully
avugmented by flashing vignettes of
seeringly unrelated ‘*small folik! in
: England, before they too, along wiith a
e o : host of other characters are caught up in
a grippiars chain of events, is time runs
out, political manoeuvring and iunternational

one-upianship plus a sudden solar prouine
5 ence, add to the exeitecuent,

Highly authentic, and believable dialepgue without
excessive jargon or ‘technicalese'. This is one of larry ilarriscals
superlative 'bests',..and the opening pen and ink drawiing adoirably
sets the opening scenc. I'3 recamucnd this to anyonce

eeves

0173 YIRS _CAME BY

by Jokn, Baxter In 1908, the Tunpuska region of Central iJiberia
Thomas Atkins was the Rite of a major cataclysm. .itnesces
liacdonald & Jane'ls agree on a blinding flash acconpaniad by a
33.95 stupendous explosion. Others, nearcr lbhe ovent

also describe searing heat, and a great blacl

cloud rising into the sky.
This book is an investigation intc what

actually cecurred and an examination of the various theories which
have Dbeen put forward., Was it. a huge meteorite ? a contra-terrone
object? a direct hit by a black hole ? or even the wreck of an alien
soacecraft 2?2 The facts all indicate an atomic explosion..but in 1908.
wiienl only natural radicactivity existed 2?%. The authors have
nroduced a fascinating account (inecluding an Asinov feoreword, also
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an eye~witness report, and ancther by the first scientist to investipateld
~f tincs, there is a tendency to pad with irrelevant material such as a
paintingof the Jupiter probe. Again, although four maps arc included,
no attempt is made to correlate then as to scale or cbjeat trajechorye
Quibbling aside, this is the first in-depth treatment of an eni: ma which
up to now has only merited 2 few 'filler para&raphs' of a saensational
nature. I for -onc-was delightced to get hold of such a comprehonsive
investigation into the nysterys Whether or not ¥ou agrec w1th the
writers! theories, you'll still fin? plenty of food for thought in

this highly readable voluue,

P75 GPACE MACHINE .
e el HAGHING The year is 1893, and Zdward Turnbull encounters

Ly Christopher Priest  Amelia Fitzmgibbon, secretary to an eccentric
Taber & Faber Z3,50 scientist, creator of a machine capable of travel

throush time and space. The couple essay a ormef
jaunt to the 20th century and are almost killed in what seeus 1c¢ be
itohed battlie, In their haste to escape, the machine is damaged and the
journcy takes on a bizarre paturec. To reveal more of the plot would take
auoy much of the pleasure of discovery.

lMir, Priest has captured suuerbly

tlie writing style of his chosen period. Indecd, had he used a tiue
machine to go back to the period of H,G.Wells, (who appears as a character
in this tale) I have little doubt that it would be Briest and not Vells
te vhom we should turn as the father of British,SF, The author urites
heantilfully in the style, hut without the dusty pedantry,

I found this hefty (360 page) volume enthralling reading -~ perhaps a
triflc naive by modern standards - but intentionally so, and therafore
the ceonceit succeceds admirably. Very good reading, and especially
recolriended to Wells soecictics as ai,'tiust! on their buying list.

SIC d0US THE BLIND :
Biclogist, Zeitnan returns to Reelhdworld with the
twin chjectives of a'rcconciliaticen with his wife
who has 'gane native', and teorstudy the Zoe'dh way
of 1life. 3chind hin, he lecaves the 'Fear'; an unknown discasce whieh is
destroying cach world it reaches, In addition to the Ree'dh, he also
cncounters the more bestial Rundii, and rungurs of an earlicer noster-race,
the Pianhnar. Ghosts' of these are reputed tc have been seen, and they

arc alsos credited with the vanishing of the strange, blind tiaguirceswho
has toe ability to 'see! and who now returns, 700 ycars later with the
power of teleportation, His main functicn secns to be to peint Zeitnan
in the right direction to enccunter the developing powers of the HRec'hd
(vhieh include telepathy and ancestral communication)

7 Robert Heldstogk

Taber I Maber £3.,95

Holdstack has spun together an enthralling tale,
neatly avoiding the comion, 'clever-human, ﬂﬁfi:?
slightly~dunl alicn'® syndrome. He coffectively. . &7
ltcens the rest of the universe and the ‘Fearf
well in the background as the Recthdworld

ituaticn develops. I cnjoyed this one 7 ==
inuonsely, and hepe that you will toce T




ROE ERRE R ERE R E R
YIRS Where tc begin to describe this volulle poses a
o considerable problem., Just as all roads lead to
- o Rome, all approaches to this review lead to a

load of superlatives, 1'm a bit unsure oi the

pricea.the catalogue says Zh.75 and thae jaclet

Bl N e S i ) o o of ny review copy says <L3.95..cven at the upper
rate, it's a winner.

Escentially a showcase for
the desizns and artwork of Roger Dean, this is a physically large (12¥x12")
BYool: hoasting 15C beautifully produced pages. Photographs, hoth colour
and blac: and white, and superd paintings. Meny of the latier you will
rave secen adorning the pages of the late 8FL or on your favourita record
albums, ... TYES!', 'SNAFU', WITRO EUNCTION ... the 1list is long, the
ghallty top-drawer, ' .

Dean not only illustrates, he designs. You'll love his
1r.treat pod' and the photos of its construciion. His stage setlings are
1iterally SF brought to life before your eyes, and the samc applies to
his furniture and his architectural designse

: Vant more ? 'ell hou about
the intreduction by Don Dewmkukl, ané fascinatirg details of Dean's
technigquessesincluding the unusual cloud effects caused by a cat walking
across onc of his paittings before it had dried. Undoubtedly, Dean's
worl: is diffcrent...but the difference is not that cf the incapable wio
invents o gimnick to*scll his wares, The artwork in this voluae is
evooaiive, striking, sometimes pixy-like and aiways very heautiful, If you
drool over art, or simply love album-covers this one is a BHUST for you.

Finall if you can raise an overdraft, the saie firn
: Y ) ¥ > .
also produce the following goodies...which if on a par with 'VISWL' will
be things to cherish if you arc a comic bulf .....

AURO.TA, by Michael Hall. 40 pages of robotic cartoons for 71.50

ORIGTHS OF MARVEL COMICS £3,00 ) Lach by Stan Lee¢, and running to

S01S OF ORTIGINS £3,25 } 256, 79 x 10" pages. 7The volunoes

SRIUG 0 TER BAD GUYS £3,25 ) present the erigins and history of
many fameus cottics characters, the

third one is where the 'baddies' get their chance in the linelisghts If

you hove a rich uncle, ge® hizm to buy you the 1otes.youlll never regret it.

Y o, L T
Eggéizézéggggggg The good doctor is back with a further selection ot

Isaac f.sinov his science articles taken from a variety of magaziness.
Coronat HOP This tine, hc chats about the platypus, circadian

rhythns, solar eclipses, asteroids, Mars, scicatific
discovery and alspo has excellent essays on Chemistry, The (01d) eleunents,
and Physics. That I like about this collection is the utter recadabllity
and frecdon from jargon..and if Asinov does use jargon = then he explains
it. c‘erec you have no less than seventcen kighly readable items, each an
ideal lenzth for easy assinilation, I 1iked 'Asiriov on Astromnony', but
thini: this one is -cven: bettcer - and if you're a writgr, then it is a
goldirine of ideasSe 3



TS FAULINSTEIN TACTORY 1.

Cywy. aeBTL D  a Sci ific i sti; 1z i SSUC
by Zdward D, Hoch cientific investigator, Barl Jazine assunes the
idobert Hale Lté. 23,25

guise of an industyrial photographer when he
arrives to investigate a cryonic hHody-hank on a
tiny island off the ccast of California,

i small group of scientists have been assembled to construct a human being
using body parts taken from the cryonics vault, but no sooner is the
oreature completed than a chain of nurders begins. In anproved nystery
nanner, the island is isolated by sabotage of boat and radio. “hen, one
Ly one t e scicntists are picked off, Despite the 21st Century setting
(very locsely sketched in), it is debatable whether this is rea
The Trankenstein cxperinent being wmainly a nepg on which i
to hand a more or less standard who-dun-it. UYevertheless,
and asart from the rather cardboard characters, the action |
and interest are sustained throughout..and so is the ‘ L»_
suspensss  This one would (will ?) make a terrific novie, \!

i RLLi _MLRROR =
A N el Ignore the awsatcurish dust-jacket by "7

David Hardy, and jump into this fantasy

set in legendary pre-history. A robot probe answers
the call of a failing beacon on Zarth, it settiles in
and after hringing about the virgin-hirth ol iieriin,
equins hin with strange powers to use against the Dark Onez. The latier
have also been called to REarth by a different sipgnal. Meriin has two
tasiisy first to provide a leader to brinpg peace t- the land, and scecond to

re—cnergise the Great Beacon (3tonchenge} to c¢all the rest of the benign

overs . s g
P ® T'u a bit unsure why anyone capable of such activities as space

probes, levitation and virrin births should need to create a hierlin to

act for them - or for that matter, what usc it would be to call them as
they succumbed to the Dark Ones at the time of Jaunching the space-probes
ignoriagz such trivia as any laver of sword and sorcery must do, here we
have 1dco Horton sporting her characters, Merlin, King Arthur and tie rest
in the good 91d days of lepgend, A feast for Nerton~lovers.

by ‘ndre Herton
3id-uicl: & Jackson

53495

Y v pu—— S
- -

This cne is less of a 'Dragonrider' tale, (though
you'll find them here) than of lifc in the Holds
and Weyrsess which secms akin to the drudgory of
existence in a mediaeval castle, worl:, drud;ery and’
little pleasurc. So, when old Harper letiron dies,
liecnoliy "hin young apprentice cannot become Harper sinece she is & irl,
Instead, slce is ill-trcated by her parents, and kept from the music which
siic Toves, A hand injury proves the f£inal blow, and the your  'sirl fleces
the cueerles Heold and finde refuge in a ecave of dragon-lizards, kin to
the great Thread killing dragense During a Threadfall, she manases to
Jnpress none of the lizards, and this, plus her nmusical ability lead her
to Sender lleyr.

With this volune, liiss hcCaffrey rounds out her Dragon
trilesy. To the best of my knowledpgoe, this one hasn't scen prior nagazine
publicationss.so if you want the t, don't niss this one.

by ‘“nnc¢ MeCaffrey
Sidpwick & Jacksen

o
A
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SUPZINIOVA
ol B A six-author. twelve story anthology with no

Faber [ Faber £3,95 editor listed as such « though an acknowladgement
credits Philip Pollock. The themes arce varied;

acceleratced life, space exploraticn, alien surgery, race survival on an
ancicint oil-rig, even a menace from the moon. The volume setis out to
retflect what is happening in the ST world today by presenting the writing
of six necw authors -- and all six write well, even excellently. Ly own
faveurites were Holdstock, Douglas, Rickets and Allen. For ny taste,

tal) and Lawiher proved a little too involved and frenetic. .hat really
apvcaled to me about the whole collection was that all the stories arc
storics and not merely verbose fragments in search of a plot. =njoyable
reading and boding well for future volumes in the series. (7,J)

Sl 0aLD WEST

Perry . Chapdelaine
Coronct 70p

Swanpworld seens a good place to unload Harth'le
swarning nmillions. The spindly-legged. aliens

are both intelligert and friendly - exgent for
the unhappy fact that every ten Earth yoars, they
run awolz kiling each other and Earthmen with insane ferocity. irjac,
a native wio has survived two previocus ‘'anoks? seeks a cure. An ageing
puysician does likewise, and Dartham Carscegany deserter fou Harth, trics
to save ~ band of settlers. The whele things is basically cowboys and
Indians in space but still a good read.and far better than the pot-boiler

/e

which it sounds. I enjoyed it, and hope you feel the sane way. . lede.

££=g§2=55922§§=§;g A good collectior of 10 stories and 2 articles.
ifredericlt Pohl The title story adorned the special TFred Fchl issue
Corgl O5p of F&SF in 1973 and is cne of the worst in the hook,
Many of the others are much older and include sueh
classics as 'What To Do Until The Analyst Cones', 'Let The fAnts Wry'! and
fre iiar Jho Ate The World!, together with sone more recent pleces like

the sunerh, non-SF, 'I Remember A Yinter'. If you don't have a gzood

collection by Pohl, this is a good book to pick up. =~ ° (P, 5-P)

cf-v‘- y~ - -"T-'?._‘Av ~ ~ i . i
22:23&:25&52%2&3 When futurce generaticns remember Jin Blish, as they
James Dlish surely will, will they remember his Star Trek bhooks,
Panthier 75p his criticism as William Atheling, or his relatively

few major bocks. Let us hope the latter, and in
particular his ‘After Such Xnowledge! trilogy. Of these, '4 Case Of
Conscicnce! and 'Black Easter/The Day After Judgement are well=linown and
generally available. Now at last, the first of the series is ageain in
print, Very different from the others, it tells the story of Roger Bacon
the unortiodox scicntist priest of the 13th Century. The hoolk will not
appcal to many, but it is a remarikatlc picce of unainly-fictional biog;aphy_
that nust renk as one of Blish's best books. Strongly recomiended, (P 5P)

“he first two of Farmer's bpizarre porng-SF novels. Action ig
explicit and in places, very gruesome. The plot exists «~ just. Itls
prébably cheaper and better written than its Scho equivalents, so if
that's what turns you on, they're worth trying. (P. S—P)‘
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W TCREPACE Third in the series, and this time, Stccloye (2 metres

tall and with a built~in ray gun in one eye-socket) comes
to the aid of the inhabitants of 'Waterspace'! — a three
light year span of intelligent water (ignore the nass-
pressure problem). Steeleye is ecalled by Lolan and starts off by fiving
her 4 child, but the baddy then rapes her, so that she bears twins, one
good, one bad, They grow up in about a day and the bad one kills
2teeleye and his wife¢ Chaos before android Tousle repairs thon both and
saves the Jaye. What more needs to be said 7 I enjoyed the worad
inagery of the first 'Stecleye', but this one is not in the samno classe

Saul Dunn
Goronet S0p

3. ot A
£§¥;¥T§£;Q§ Enoch Wallace lives alone in an isolated house, his .

only contact, the local mailman. Then statistics
show him to be 124 years old. An investigator finds
an alien grave near the homestead and from uere
Simak takes us into the strange world of Znoch
fallace, operator of a way station for star traveEellers and dweller in
an inpenetrable house, Written with typical Yolksy' Simal: style and
witi a powerful imagery which suspends disbelief and holds you rozht to
the ead. This rmust be one of Simak's best - and you get an excellent
cover to wWrap up the deal.

Clifiord D. Simak
Ifethuen 65p

Cih E FOUIATES & Other SF and Fantasy Stordes

Richard 1o Kenna

FPan, OO0y . d . .
SARAC Only five items in this

coliection, but all good. The title i
story concerns the inmates of a ward
for incurables, who dream up an ape
which they dub *Casey'. In Hynter

Cone ilome'! we have a better-than- AFF
nornal variation of how to tame a ] L By Vo
planet where the vegetation won't %
co-ovneratiec. 'The Secret Place! deals %
with the play world of children; (}
'yiine Own Image' is a chilling yarn Ny

of tribal rituals and finally the
great !Iiddler's Green' where men 5
in a lifeboat create a mental RS |
haven of their 'own, Good value
for your meney, and the opening ' 3
introduction by Damon Knight will
be of value to budding writers. R,

4<:
O
R
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FORTHCOKING books from Robert Hale, :
no review copies available :-

THE HILLIQUND PROJECT Ron Goulart \

NUMLIACHINES  Scortia/Cebrowski 3

I'OVA 5 Harry Harrison T Tecves G

T MAUTS OF MYREMEDON o ; : —
by ‘aurgess & Friggens

TIN; BALLS OF THE EVOLVUS..Barrett S
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 Michael A. Banks

& : I hadn't planned on geirg to lidamericon; I
couldn't get away from work for the sntire cen, and would have needed
to fly Dboth ways to attend the last three days - something I couldntt
afford. An eleventh-hour 'phone call changed that, Bill Connor
called with an offer of a free ride back and a free room |  &n offer

L couldn't rcfuse, as it reguired only that I drive back to Cincinnati
fron Yansas City (A mere 1050 Kilometree or so) ((For those unfamiliar
43¢l Colonial measurcments, thal's 651 miles. TJ)),

-

I made gquick preparations with T4, and San,

Saturday morning saw me leaving fer the airport., Scmetine later I
arvived in Kansas City, erossing a tine zone in the process, and spent
an interuinable time waiting for lransport to the hotel, I'inally
arrived at the Muelbach Hotel, and found umpteen messapges awaiting nwe
at the registration desk. I ignored them, as there were 2000 pcople
arogund for the messagc scndors te hide amonge. After ducking out for a
quicl pizza, I rcturncd to lcap - headfirst and with both oyes closes -~
int o the con,

\ The hucksteor room was adlight. Pleanty of
roon, no crowdidng. The usual faces from Midwestern cons were thoere
nanning their tobles - along with sundry items such as a Lascr Doolis
display offering & giveaway portrait by Kelly Freas; Dave fyle huck-
stering end auntopraphing his book; a sulty Scandinavian lady ceolling
cdl Dbits of plastic as jewelry:; and a represcentative of a new IF
magazine, GALILEC, se¢lling copies of same at a discount,.

The art show spreading through thrce roois on
the floor below the huckster room, was fantastic (not to nention
Aistounding, Amazing and all those others). Rather hard to describe
unless you were there, if that makes sensc.

Dragged mysclf away from the huckster rocil and
art show cventually and started looking for people. Turncd out cveryonc
I was louking for was inm the huckster reom (saw ne heading for the art
shou and snecaked past me tc the aforenentioned, nc doubt.)

Evertunlly located mest of the Chio contingent,
and spent toa much time explaining how I happened to be at the con.’
tfandercd the hotel for most of the afternoon, finding the £iIn roomul,
the ncofan room, the restrooms and other points of intcrest where they
woerce supnosed to be. In the proccss I became acquamnted with tie hotel

--¢levatorsy which had a nasty habit of stopping between fleoors.
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“nded up wandering aroundé with Ben Jason before supper, and

Leing introduccd to A.E, van Vogt, Frank Rebinscn, and DW4. Jalflerty -
the latter being cne of the few JP writers whc dcesn't look like an ST
writer, Out for a gquick bite at the greasy spocern joint across Irom
the hwtel, and back to try to get into the wasquerade without waitiug
in linc for tickets. (The linc began carly in the afternocn.: ((It's
all fl.osc naked ladies what dees it 1)) Got in oy the basis of a press-
N2SCese legitimate by the way,. as I was deing an article on tine con for
the loenl c¢ity magazine.

Thae masqguerade was rather incredible. Highlights were 'Tars
Tarlzas®, 'The King ané Quecen of Cups' ffrom the Tarct), 'The Gpeen®
Vikin ‘' - A Herse of 8 Differ.nt Colcur (First dcplctlon of o pun, as
fer as I know), '"Phe Viking I Lander', and a number of tho audionce who
should have becn on stape. 'Entortainnent' was provided durdag’ the
internission by a stripper who threw her bra to Rebert Heinlein, the
rest of lher clothing being distributed to unknown spectators. ((Tho ot
the strivver ?)).

The usunl parties followed the nmasquerade. Things are rather
fuzzy after that, hut I do remeubder
finding Bill Cennor and  getiing hin
to Lake me to the rooft about o,

I als> remember the grcasy spoon
joint Leing packed at Jam. nainly
with locals gawking at the fona
((and the strigper 22 1))

Up and about at San Sunday,

finding the hotel alreoady jouwied
’i;) ; X with people whe had been up for

nours. Talked to Forry fciicruann,

Buck Coulson, Gene Wolfe, 'Jdanes Gunn,

and aalf 2 nillion others, broke for
a bruneh and settled into the ik
rocti to sce, 'Popeyc licets Jindbad!
Missed other films I wanted to sec
becoause I forgoet to dron ia wvlen
they were being shown,

Sunday afterncon I spent nore
tine in the huckster rcon, hung
T ‘ around the Iobby talkiu;p *o otier
asm ' ecves drifters and dropped in on the art
= anctionssand the bolly-~dancing
zerfornance, ((Bet that was paiaful))
Atc dinner, and roased until the
iluge ‘wards, ducked out early and caught Heinlein's Gell address on the
1 Llaser {all programes were videotaped and shown twice)((That'!s what I
ca’ll 'opuble Jeopardy')).
Another reund of parkics Sunday ni;iht, Sﬁartlng
at 10pn. Vague nemorics of watching a re-run of the nasguer ado in ¢
Cincinnatti suite,- watching the parade of pres through sallc, and watching
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Joe Holdcenan's Huge, which he left in our Cincinnatti suite for sone
reason, © {Also recall smashing Haldewan in a revelving door carlicer in
the day, but he says it was his fault) ((Whatever turns you on 1))

Got stuck tending bar for a timce in the suite, and nixed
double shots for everyone in retaliation. Learned that Larry dliven is
thialring about a sequel to RINGWOILD ((Called Hoop La, naybe 7))
aind thoat the British fan whom I thought was Eric Benteliffe, wasn'i,
(('M1s wifc will be pleased lo know that))s (No, I don't kuow vho it
WaS, Sricses) Gained at least onc, and perhaps three hundredn nore
supporfers for JEEVES FOR TAYF ((Sounds a bit ambiguous, but thanks
anyiay.)) Learned the noanme of the lovely young thing who was so
fascinated by my writing (That's OK, Terry; ny wife never reads thesc
things anywaye...) ((Ah, but docs the lovely young thing's bi; tough
boy fricend 2)). :

Somcwherc among all of this I zot a good half hour's slcep,
{(hotween 4-30 and Sam I believe), and regretfully departed lator that
norning. PFourteen hours later we arrived in Cincinnatti, and L took
o solen vath on a stack of 3RGs that I would never again ride in, let
alone drive, an automobile, Currently I'm in the process of recovering
ircila the cone

Thosc are ny inpressions of the cons”
'\ "I nizht add that it was a very woll run,
intcresting worldcon. In 2ddition to

the activities nentioned thus far, 1 had
oppcertunity tc drop in on the %tar Vars!
slideshow and siscussicon (in conneetion
with an upconing necvie of the saue nanc);
The Foundation Inatitute (2 non-~profit
organization which is in coupetition with
NASA in the business of putting satellites
in orbit); the Alfred Bestcr interviou;
several author readings; an excellent lightshow; 2 play £?) titled
tGonad The Barbariant! ; downtown Kansas City and the swirsiing pool
(nissed the skinny dippinges.) ((How about the stripper 2?))

licinleint's GoH Address was interesting, to say the least,

Alternately drawing boos and checers, he stated (ancng otherx things) that
we JILi. roach the stars, there will be another BIG war, and the prinary
interest of Man and rnen should be survival - at any cost. Ic linited
nis sneech to half an hour, setting up a tincer and stopping in the
i1id0le of a sentence when the time was uwp. ((Lveryene saved oy the
boll it scens)). _

- A1l in all, a dann' gocd convention...lcaving only
onc qucstion ee..., how nany days till SUNCON 2222 W.ALE
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Rerretfully, space Llimitations
mcan that I can only include

a Traction of the inconming aail.
Mevertheless, T still want to
hear Ifrom yoly
so npleasc lieep
thert coming.
((Where I chiwn
in, you'll sce
the double
braclets..lilie
thisS.e.TJJ)

This iime, Briaan Tawn opsns the
batting from 29 Cordon Lt.,
> Wishech, Gambs., PE15 aLd

eEves
' "Phanks for DRG 56 and the nice elean, unfolded’

envelone in which it came ({Ah, but you paid-cxtra lolly for that, if
anyone clsc wants the same treatment, 1t'll cost %p an issue.)).
Congratulations nust be in order to Michael 3anks for his obegsvations
about the aliens amons us (spot the Sizzl: titic in there and win nothing
at ail). e nissed out the main details thoughe..like where the alions
arc and what they lock like., ({At tkic point, Brian composed a nica
tlicory as to how the alicens among us are the cats which got so nueci
panmering for so little returns Sorry Brian, but Bill Temple sold this
idoz to Tfalem of Wonder', I think the title was, 'The Smile OF Tha
Sphinx, nice try though.%)

80 logically, wc come to =

liickacl 4. Banks

P,0, Deoxx 312 'Tiked the tahle of contents on BRG 55 - ((» bit late
nilford, this LOC, but it nmakes somc nice points)). Whe

Ohio #5150 disintegrator in your story, 'INSOLATIOI" scourdod

strangely like the Thrint 'digging tool! used by Larry
Biven in BJORLD OF PTAVVS' (which your story preceded naturally)s; alce
coiugiduiice there. Sort of goes back te a cerment you once aade about
the fact that you regularly invent things, then sce then in produccion
by soiocne elsc ten years later. ({So I gucss I kupow how Drian st
focl about his cat theiry in the previous LOC.)).  The Bradbury ploce
wes 165% intercsting, though I'z afraid the author of same ((idiclhacl
Denks, %o newconers)) was 2 hit biased in faver ¢f his topic, ifice iiloe
and layout on that one, Terry. I must disapgree with DBric Lenteliffo
an & noint or two. £11 readers of ST arc not Locling for Perry lthodan
and Star Irek type matoerial ((Coirse net, what's wrong with Vargoe
gtatton 2)) I run across a nunber of casual SF readers at tallss 1 give
on 5F who prefer the material presented in ANALOG, GALAXY, et al. They
aron't looking for casual escapist naterial - they're lodking for the
sane thing we fen arc, DEven if the mass narket of ST is bl sted by
trufen, it still sells - tc those caspal roaders who don'l want to be
ochnllonzed by their rcading matcrial.
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yne & lear

Dave Cocizfield
51 Durhaut Cta.,

Lebbuen

“"Thaniks for ERG 56. Unfortunately for the first tiae,
I nust express ny disappointient at an issue oi your
fnze It was full of nice artwork and I wau especlally
taken Ly your cover, it was ..erre..cutcs

Your corvaents
onr current books were as informative as Ifve come to cxpect them to be.
I'n ;;lad to sec that someonc else out there likes Telzey fuberson Storics
toc. Your lettercol was good and longer than I've ceome to expoct, your
binding of fnz. article, a great help to many of us bute.. TIEZ ¥AT FICTION
was ——--- 1 rofuse to resort to bad language so I'll keep 0y corients to
nysell. :
URCGITORIAL secmed a bit lost going over old therles every fau must
be familiar with although I £ind the idea of white holes speuing oul stars
very amusing. And that leaves me with Michael's look at rocketa. It
stoarted off rather boringly but picked up specd when he got on to the
subjecet of UFO's, a topic guarantecd to give any self-rospecting fan
palpitations. ((That first paragraph scared ue & bit, but on balnnce, you
socl to have onjoyed Np.56. I thought it a good issue apart froum a
rotton covere..so let's scc what you think of this issucs.which maris a
full STGHUTEEN YEARS of ERG. ))

- {(An? nere for a too bricf exiract
y b
{Ti fb’ Jo T fron a very intercsting LCC))

27

-
o 23 Lelvinside GOng,. Bast

% DY 5 o [
5373 GLASGOW @.20 6B ently cnjoyakle as ever.
””\?5 That coveres.s, aird thoso
5 intericr illeSe..t0w I love *'en. I Lilic nost
g > peonle's artwork, but cspecially yours, prineipally
because of its humour. ((ihat a nice man you are))

1 ERG 56 was as resplend-

%J But before [ get carricd away, I'd beticr say a few
A words about your Ergiterianl on intersicllar travael,
y It was good, but ccntained I'm afraid, ounc or tio

Z g nisconcceptions on the subject of black holes. It

fi \~/J)/ secns that overy Ton, Dick and Captain Kiri would lile

/ these objeccts to be gateways to the stars. Just cead your

shace ship .down one¢, so the story gees and hey prestc § Out it'll pap
(vin o convenicent white hola of course) a few parscca avaye Tlell, to
stort with, any starship foeclhardy cncoush to attenpt to approaclk & black
hole would be ripped apart, atom by aton, by the lremciicue -tidal forces
thet ore present near such an object {((U'm, must adnit, I clcar forget
that »oint)) And the crew's Jdcaths would have been for rothins beoduse
thore just ain't no such critter as hyperspace -~ hit re if you want, Lut
there ain't ...00 for as I'm aware. It is a purely fictitious concent
which re¢sts en no sound theoretical basis whatever. I haveanltv rcad this
article in ifature that you nenticn. That it should be soriously sugrestoed
that blocic and white heles are in any way connected with hyperspace ~ or
cven that white holes are cercated in order to balance nass loss in the
fornation of black holes = strilzes ne as quite laughable really.

“Men o black hole is formed, ne nass is lest at all fromn the universe;
certainly it may be changed into a diffcerent forn, but nonctheless, cllergy
ia consorved, and as long as enermy is conscrved there is no need to
postulats the existence of supplenentary white holes at the otvher ond of
neciieal hyoerspatial threoats."

“~
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QDUCING & ENLARGING DRAWINGS While I am not suggesting that you use

LI B

. " this process on any artwork subnritted
$o your fanzine, it often happens that you (or the artist) may want to
ro-draw all or part of an ill = -crhaps from a newspaper ~ tp a larger
or snaller size. This can of course be dene. photographically -~ 1f yeu
cann afford the price. asgain, if your drawing is up to the tasix it is
reasenadly easy to do the task frechand, However, for thosc who want
a methad which anycne can empley, here are a couple of techniquoss
PALLCCRAPH
“““““““““““ 1his is hasically an arrangement of flat hars
pivoted loosely at their joints at the corners
of a rectangle and with some fixing devigce,
(sucticn pad, screwed base, clanp, ctc.,) at
point A at the end of one lege L & C are

3 ¢ lolders feor a tracing point, and a meacil and
are intcrchangeahle according to whether you
wish o onlarge or reduce a drawing. Adjustments can usually be made
to vary the amcunt of this change in scale. ‘
In use,( to enlarge( fix
the drowing under tracing point B, and blank paper undex pencil C,
Cheel: thai your enlorgemont will not run off the paper, by moving the
tracin: tip to the extromes of the drawing to De traced, If 211 is
ok, precedd ko trace over all the relevant
lines in the drawing and the peoneil point
will reprcduce it to a larger size. Tc reduce,
simply interchange peints B and €, ‘You can
buy a panteprach fairly cheaply, or, if you
arc handy with tocls, it is fairiy casy %o
nake your owll.

This is the time-honoured nmethod. You siuaply
G@ivide the ille to be enlarged inte a number
of squarcs {fhe norc squarcs, the greatcer the accuracy) and theon
divide the arca you wish to transfer it to, into the sang nuubexr of
lar;er squares (NOT a larger number of sane size squ&Ea§YT‘ﬁﬂﬁ5€
usin: the grid as a guide, re-draw the ille into the ncw grid. This
involves hard work, but is highly effczctive,

e save time (and danage to the illo) it pays ; /‘"\\
te lay & squared-up celluleid overlay ON the | Pan i
drawing, and a s:t of enlarged squares in ST z% % ‘
DLACE dinle, UNDER the enlargencnt paper (which |4 : S
should DLe as thin as pessible). The grid il % (’
will show through for tracing, and will nct ]

need rubbing out afterwards.
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LOTRASET PRODUC S With the increased use of clectrostencil in fanzines,
the artist can naxe use of a rumbher of techniquos
unavailable to the hand-~cut stenell worker, thesc include sone of the
many products frem Letraset -
LOTULAT itself,y consists of rub-dcwn letters in a tremendous voricety of
sizes and styles (Includinz Russian and Greek)., Ideal Tor titles,
neadings etc, Binply slide the letter sheet intec position, Lurnish down
eaclh suecceeding letter and the job is dene. Samples can be scen din: the
departnent hcadings in TRG, This system gives clear, crisp» leottering
cizcellent for reprecduction by electrestencil, What is not so well-iinown
is that the range also inciudes crnauental beorders, architectural itcrms,
trecs, cars, buses, figures, lhcads efc., all in tue sane Lurnisu-dewn
siceis -w- ideal for the faned whe wanrnts tc brighten up his Tanzine.

LA T0NE comes in an overwhelning range of tints atterns and textures.
L2 22O hel o B tints, patterns and tur
n usec, oneé sinml ays iece cver the illo arcawhicih needs
In usc, sinply lays a p vor tl 11 redwhicit needs
ain everall texturc, cuts gently rouad the edge with a siylus, rceuoves the
surpius and burnishoes down the resi., Called 2ip-a~tone in the Ltates, it
Lz thg material for even textures in artwork.

INSPAINTSY cperates rather like 2 sheet of patterned carbonr peper ladd

face down on the work sheet. Draw or lLurnisi on its back, and
you have an illustration - or patterncd arca transferred to th¢ work
arca, Spue artists use this 2lone to pr:vide striking artworl:, Lut others
simmly use it for Lackpround areas,

Many of the above materials are available in white (for use on
bliclk areas) as well as in the normal blacl:. Prices run froil o
i)

reuit 75p
a sacet to over a pound per shect...but you get a heck of @ lot of work
out of coch one. If this brief cutline interests y..u, buy a copy of the

_1_I|

Letrasct catal-pue (about 7' thick) fronm any gornd husiness stationers.

[
The wricc is low..less than 50p, "and the material thorein will delight
auy artist or person interested ik layout.

CO.P GUIl doesn't cone from Letraset, but is very useful in prevpariag
layouts either for photolith or electrastencil, It is a petrol-

Lesed rukber solution, and acts like an impact adhesivel..tie illos may be

nevel arcund te the optium position belfore finally rubbing then down

to stay. A great advantage of cow pun is ite cleanlinesse Once dry, any

het gets on your fingers, or clean areas of a layout gheot ray ne

reroves Dy simply rubbins gently...wherevpen it sinply crwibles inic a

ball and cones away leaving o clean surface.

WOSMIKE is another impact adhesive which I find invaluable for joini%§
stecneils, or patching-in clectrostencils. With this, only 1/0"
ovorlan is sufficient for making a firm jeint,.

LINUID PAFIR is the typist's cor-flu. It is uscd in exactly the sauc
way %o cover typoes in ordinary typeseript. It can be
tinted to natceh differcent papers...and'it makes a quick way of adling
tars to 2 black background of space in a drawing., You can alase get
;3011 hoittles of thinners te lkeep it fron drying out in the hottile,.



